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God created each man as a soul, dowered with individual-
ity, hence essential to the universal structure, whether in
the temporary role of pillar or parasite. His freedom is
final and immediate, if he so wills; it depends not on outer
but inner victories.
Sri Yukteswar discovered the mathematical application
of a 24,000-year equinoctial cycle to our present age.* The
cycle is divided into an Ascending Arc and a Descending
Arc, each of 12,000 years. Within each Arc fall four
Yugas or Ages, called* Kali, Dwapara, Treta, and Satya>
corresponding to the Greek ideas of Iron, Bronze, Silver,
and Golden Ages.
My guru determined by various calculations that the
last Kali Yuga or Iron Age, of the Ascending Arc, started
about A.D. 500. The Iron Age, 1200 years in duration,
is a span of materialism; it ended about A.D. 1700. That
year ushered in Dwapura Yuga, a 2400-year period of
electrical and atomic-energy developments, the age of
telegraph, radio, airplanes, and other space-annihilators.
The 3600-year period of Treta Yuga will start in A.D.
4100; its age will be marked by common knowledge of
telepathic communications and other time-annihilators.
During the 4800 years of Satya Yuga, final age in an
Ascending Arc, the intelligence of man will be highly
developed; he will work in harmony with the divine plan.
A Descending Arc of 12,000 years, starting with a Des-
cending Golden Age of 4800 years, then begins for the
world (in A.D. 12,500); man gradually sinks into ignorance.
These cycles are the eternal rounds of maya> the contrasts
and relativities of the phenomenal universe, f Men, one by
* These equinoctial cycles are expounded in Swam! Sri Yuktes-
war's book, The Holy Science (Yogoda Satsanga Society, P. O.
Ariadah, Dakshmeswar, West Bengal, India).
t The Hindu scriptures place the present world-age as occurring
within the Kali Yuga of a much longer universal cycle than the
simple 24,000-year equinoctial cycle with which Sri Yukteswar
was concerned. The universal cycle of the scriptures is
4,300^560,000 years in extent, and measures out a Day of Creation
or the length of life assigned to our planetary system in its
present form. This vast figure given by the rishis is based on a
relationship between the length of the solar year and a multiply